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P-ROGCEEDI-NGS
(12:10 p.m)

CHAl RPERSON HUTCHESON: -- Gover nnent
Et hics during these proceedings. D rector Cooks?

M5. COOKS: Good afternoon. Ashley
Cooks, Director of the Ofice of Governnent Ethics.

M5. STEWART-M TCHELL: Asia
Stewart-Mtchell, General Counsel, on behal f of
O fice of Governnent Ethics.

CHAI RPERSON HUTCHESON: Okay. [|'Il turn
now to Counsel for Respondent.

MR. THERESA: Ari -- how does this thing

CHAI RPERSON HUTCHESON:  You nmay have to
pul | it closer.

MR, THERESA: Okay. All right. Ari
Theresa, | represent Trayon Wiite.

CHAI RPERSON HUTCHESON: Ckay. W are
here today to conduct an Adversarial Hearing in this
matter. This hearing is being recorded. It's
bei ng conduct ed pursuant to DCVR, Title 3, Chapter

55, which established BEGA' s rules for the conduct
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of hearings. Under the rules, the hearing begins
with a call to order and openi ng statenent by the
chai r per son.

The Board, in this matter, issued a Notice
of Violation and Arended Notice of Violation, which
al l eges that Council nenber Trayon Wite viol ated
the District's Code of Conduct in three separate
count s.

Count 1: Failing to submt a full and
conpl ete financial disclosure statenent in
violation of D.C. Oficial Code, Section
1-1162.24(a)(1), by failing to submt a Novenber
2024 Public Financial D sclosure Statenent.

Count 2: Failing to submt a full and
conpl ete financial disclosure statenent in
violation of D.C. Oficial Code, Section
1-1162.24(a)(1), by failing to submt a May 2025
Publ i c Fi nancial D sclosure Statenent.

Count 3: Failing to submt a full and
conpl ete financial disclosure statenent in
violation of DLC. Oficial Code, Section

1-1162.24(a)(1), by failing to submt a Novenber
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2025 Public Financial D sclosure Statenent.

Counci | menber White submtted a response
to the Initial Notice of Violation on July 25th,
2025. The Initial Notice of Violation included the
failure to file the Novenber '24 and Novenber ' 20
-- I'"'msorry -- Novenber 2024 and May 2025 Public
Fi nanci al Di scl osure Statenents.

| wll turn nowto OGE to ask Ms. Cooks,
the Director of CGovernnent Ethics, whether OGE would
like to make an introductory statenent at this tine
or waive it, since the Governnment will have an
opportunity to nmake an opening statenent in
presenting its case.

M5. COOKS: We would like to reserve our
opportunity for an opening statenment until after
the Board has heard any prelimnary matters.

CHAlI RPERSON HUTCHESON: Ckay. So | wl|
turn next to Counsel for Respondent, in the event
that you would Ii ke to make an openi ng statenent.

MR. THERESA: Yes. Well, it's been our
position, at |east since | nade ny appearance, that

there's a threshold constitutional matter involving
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his Fifth Arendnent rights in this case.

W' ve requested a stay previously. That
was not -- well, | don't know how to take the order
that we received fromthat stay. The original date
for the hearing was pushed back past the original
date for his trial, but our conplete relief of
staying the proceedi ngs was not granted. W have
been participating in pretrial discovery, but there
was no explicit denial or grant of that notion.

And so, to ne, it seened like partial relief.

But in the interimperiod, the trial date
for Council man Wite has been pushed back again,
into March. So we recently filed a Mdtion to
Conti nue, so we could address this after his trial
dat e.

To that end, Councilman Wite actually has
a hearing in that federal court case today at 2:00
p.m, which he will have to | eave at sone point
before 2:00 p.m to nmake it on tinme for that case,
whi ch ki nd of underscores our concerns with the nost
recent notion to continue regardi ng handling these

matters at the sane tine.
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| know that the first notion that we put
in was a stay, and that was based on constitutional
grounds. The second notion we put in was just the
| ogi stics of having these two cases happeni ng at
the sanme tine. And so, we're kind of encountering
t hose conplications today.

CHAI RPERSON HUTCHESON: Ckay. As you
not ed, pending before the Board is a notion for
conti nuance that Council nmenber White filed on
January 2026, on January 26th of 2026.

3 DCVR, Section 5513.1 provides that a
notion for continuance nust be filed at |east 5 days
before the schedul ed heari ng.

OGE filed an opposition to the notion to
conti nue hearing on January 30th, 2026.

The Regul ations provide that the notion
for continuance shall not be granted unless, in the
Board's opinion, the notion sets forth good and
sufficient cause for the continuance.

Counci | menber White argues that the --

t hat subsequent to the Board's August 7th, 2025,

order, scheduling the hearing for today, February
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5th, 2026, his crimnal proceeding was reschedul ed
and is now set to commence on March 21st, 2026.

Counci | menber Wite argues that the
factual and |l egal issues in these two cases overl ap
and that the resolution to the crimnal proceeding
may i npact argunents he nakes in this case.

The Board has consi dered Respondent's
Motion for Continuance, along wth OGE' s
opposition, and concludes that the notion sets --
fails to set forth good and sufficient cause.

Havi ng rai sed the decision to reschedul e
the crimnal trial fromJanuary to March as a reason
to support a continuance, the Board notes that
Counci | menber White did not request a continuance
at the time when the hearing was reschedul ed for
Mar ch.

The notion for continuance was al so not
rai sed when the Board approved an Anended Noti ce
of Violation in Decenber 2025, while after it was
clear that the crimnal trial was schedul ed to occur
after this hearing.

The notion to continue the hearing is
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her eby denied, and we w |l nove forward.

CHAI RPERSON HUTCHESON: We're al so under
advi senent, your representations, that
Counci | menber White has a hearing schedul ed t oday
in federal court with regard to his crimnal
proceedings. And with regard to that
representation, we will continue this date --
continue this proceeding to a date to be determ ned.

MR THERESA: Thank you.

PARTI Cl PANT: That it?

CHAlI RPERSON HUTCHESON: W need to
adjourn. So the tine is now 12:10, and the Board
will adjourn this neeting and will continue such
as noted previously. Thank you.

MR. THERESA: Thank you.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled matter

went off the record at 12:10 p.m)

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com



https://nealrgross.com/

o o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

10

CERTI FI CATE
| hereby certify that the attached transcription
Is to the best of ny belief and ability a true,
accurate, and conplete record of the above
referenced proceedi ngs as contained on the provided

audi o recordi ng.

Tiewe 11 G

Transcri ber

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

5513.1
1 711
5th
1
4:9 8:1
1-1162.24(a)(1) 7
4:12,17,22
12:10 7th
3:29:12,17 7:21
2 A
2 above-entitled
4:14 9:16
20 address
5.5 6:14
2024 adjourn
4:135:6 9:12,13
2025 Adversarial
4:17 5:1,4,6 7:21 8:19 3:19
2026 advisement
7:10,158:1,2 9:3
21st afternoon
8:2 3.5
24 alleges
5.5 4:6
25th Amended
5:3 4:58:18
26th Amendment
7:10 6:1
2:00 appearance
6:17,19 5:21
approved
3 8:18
3 argues
3:214:19 7:11 7:208:3
30th arsggments
7:15 ’
Ari
5 3:12,16
Ashley
5 3.5
7:12
Asia
55 3.7
3:22
August
7:21

(202) 234-4433

back
6:5,12

based
7:2
BEGA's
3:22
begins
4:1
behalf
3.8

Board
4:45:16 7:8 8:7,13,18
9:12

Board's
7:18,21

call
4:2

case
5:136:1,17,19 8:6

cases
7:48:4

chairperson
3:3,10,14,18 4:3 5:17
7:79:2,11

Chapter
3:21
clear
8:20
closer
3:15
Code
4:7,11,16,21
commence
8:2
complete
4:10,15,20 6:6
complications
7:6

concerns
6:20

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

Washington DC

11

concludes

8.9

conduct

3:19,22 47

conducted

3:21

considered

8:7

constitutional

5:227:2

continuance

7:9,12,17,19 8:8,13,14,
17

continue

6:14,21 7:15 8:22 9:7,8,
13

Cooks

3:4,5,6 5:8,14

Councilman

6:12,16

Councilmember

4:6 5:2 7:9,20 8:3,14
9:4

Counsel

3:8,11 5:18

Count

4:9,14,19

counts

4:8

court

6:17 9:5

criminal

8:1,5,12,20 9:5

D

D.C.

4:11,16,21

date

6:4,6,11,15 9:7,8

days

7:12

DCMR

3:217:11

December

8:19

www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

decision
8:11

denial
6:9
denied
9:1
determined
9:8
Director
3:4,6 5:9

disclosure
4:10,13,15,18,20 5:1,7

discovery
6:8

District's
4:7

file
5.5

filed
6:137:9,12,14

financial
4:10,13,15,18,20 5:1,7

forward
9:1

full
4:9,14,19

E

encountering
75

end
6:16

established
3:22

Ethics
3:4,6,95:9

event
5:18

explicit
6:9

General
3:8

good
3:57:18 8:10

Government
3:3,6,95:9,11

grant
6:9
granted
6:7 7:17

grounds
7:3

factual
8:4

failing
4:9,12,14,17,19,22

fails
8:10

failure
5:5

February
7:22

federal
6:17 9:5

(202) 234-4433

handling
6:21

happening
74

heard
5:16

hearing
3:19,20 4:1 6:5,17 7:13,
15,22 8:15,21,22 9:4

hearings
4:1

HUTCHESON
3:3,10,14,18 5:17 7:7
9:2,11

impact
8.6

included
5:4

Initial
5:3,4

interim
6:11

introductory
5:10

involving
5:22

issued
4:4

issues
8:4

January
7:10,15 8:12

July
5:3

kind
6:20 7:5

leave
6:18

legal
8:4

logistics
74

made
5:21

make

5:10,12,19 6:19
makes

8.6

March
6:13 8:2,12,16

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
Washington DC

12

matter
3:20 4:4 5:22 9:16

matters
5:16 6:22

meeting
9:13

motion
6:9,13,21 7:1,3,8,12,14,
16,18 8:8,9,17,22

move
9:1

noted
7:89:14

notes
8:13

Notice
4:455:3,48:18

November
4:12,22 5:5,6

@)

occur
8:20

Office
3:6,9

Official
4:11,16,21

OGE
5:8,97:14

OGE's
8.8

opening
4:2 5:12,15,19

opinion
7:18

opportunity
5:12,15

opposition
7:14 8:9

order
4:26:37:22

www.nealrgross.com



https://nealrgross.com/

original
6:4,5

overlap
8:4

P

P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
31
p.m.
3:26:18,19 9:117
partial
6:10
PARTICIPANT
9:10
participating
6:8
past
6:5
pending
78
period
6:11
point
6:18
position
5:21
preliminary
5:16
presenting
5:13
pretrial
6:8
previously
6:29:14
proceeding
8:1,59:8
proceedings
3:46:79:6
provide
7:16
Public
4:13,18 5:1,6

pull
3:15

(202) 234-4433

pursuant
3:21

pushed
6:5,12

put
7:1,3

raised
8:11,18

reason
8:12
received
6:4
recent
6:21
recently
6:13
record
9:17
recorded
3:20

regard
9:5,6

Regulations
7:16
relief
6:6,10
represent
3:17
representation
9:7
representations
9:3
request
8:14
requested
6:2
reschedule
8:11
rescheduled
8:1,15

reserve
5:14

resolution
8.5

Respondent
3:11 5:18
Respondent's
8.7
response
5:2
rights
6:1

rules
3:22 4:1

scheduled
7:138:209:4

scheduling
7:22
Section
4:11,16,21 7:11
separate
4:7
set
8:2,10
sets
7:18 8:9

statement
4:2,10,13,15,18,20 51,
10,12,15,19

Statements
5:7

stay
6:2,47:2

staying
6:7

Stewart-mitchell
3:7,8

submit
4:9,12,14,17,19,22

submitted
5:2

subsequent
7:21

sufficient

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

Washington DC

13

7:19 8:10

support
8:13

Theresa
3:12,16,17 5:20 9:9,15

thing
3:12
threshold
5:22
time
5:10 6:19,22 7:5 8:15
9:12
Title
3:21
today
3:19 6:17 7:6,22 9:4
Trayon
3:17 4:6

trial
6:6,11,14 8:12,20

turn
3:10 5:8,18
U
underscores
6:20
\%
violated
4:6
violation

4:5,11,16,21 5:3,4 8:19

W

waive
5:11

White
3:17 4.6 5:26:12,16
7:9,20 8:3,14 9:4

www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

	Transcript
	Caption
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10

	Word Index
	Index: 1..December
	1 (1)
	1-1162.24(a)(1) (3)
	12:10 (3)
	2 (1)
	20 (1)
	2024 (2)
	2025 (6)
	2026 (5)
	21st (1)
	24 (1)
	25th (1)
	26th (1)
	2:00 (2)
	3 (3)
	30th (1)
	5 (1)
	55 (1)
	5513.1 (1)
	5th (1)
	7th (1)
	above-entitled (1)
	address (1)
	adjourn (2)
	Adversarial (1)
	advisement (1)
	afternoon (1)
	alleges (1)
	Amended (2)
	Amendment (1)
	appearance (1)
	approved (1)
	argues (2)
	arguments (1)
	Ari (2)
	Ashley (1)
	Asia (1)
	August (1)
	back (2)
	based (1)
	Bega's (1)
	begins (1)
	behalf (1)
	Board (7)
	Board's (2)
	call (1)
	case (5)
	cases (2)
	chairperson (9)
	Chapter (1)
	clear (1)
	closer (1)
	Code (4)
	commence (1)
	complete (4)
	complications (1)
	concerns (1)
	concludes (1)
	conduct (3)
	conducted (1)
	considered (1)
	constitutional (2)
	continuance (8)
	continue (7)
	Cooks (5)
	Councilman (2)
	Councilmember (7)
	Counsel (3)
	Count (3)
	counts (1)
	court (2)
	criminal (5)
	D.C. (3)
	date (6)
	days (1)
	DCMR (2)
	December (1)

	Index: decision..order
	decision (1)
	denial (1)
	denied (1)
	determined (1)
	Director (3)
	disclosure (7)
	discovery (1)
	District's (1)
	encountering (1)
	end (1)
	established (1)
	Ethics (4)
	event (1)
	explicit (1)
	factual (1)
	failing (6)
	fails (1)
	failure (1)
	February (1)
	federal (2)
	file (1)
	filed (4)
	financial (7)
	forward (1)
	full (3)
	General (1)
	good (3)
	Government (5)
	grant (1)
	granted (2)
	grounds (1)
	handling (1)
	happening (1)
	heard (1)
	hearing (12)
	hearings (1)
	HUTCHESON (8)
	impact (1)
	included (1)
	Initial (2)
	interim (1)
	introductory (1)
	involving (1)
	issued (1)
	issues (1)
	January (4)
	July (1)
	kind (2)
	leave (1)
	legal (1)
	logistics (1)
	made (1)
	make (4)
	makes (1)
	March (4)
	matter (4)
	matters (2)
	meeting (1)
	motion (14)
	move (1)
	noted (2)
	notes (1)
	Notice (5)
	November (5)
	occur (1)
	Office (2)
	Official (3)
	OGE (3)
	Oge's (1)
	opening (4)
	opinion (1)
	opportunity (2)
	opposition (2)
	order (3)

	Index: original..White
	original (2)
	overlap (1)
	P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S (1)
	p.m. (4)
	partial (1)
	PARTICIPANT (1)
	participating (1)
	past (1)
	pending (1)
	period (1)
	point (1)
	position (1)
	preliminary (1)
	presenting (1)
	pretrial (1)
	previously (2)
	proceeding (3)
	proceedings (3)
	provide (1)
	Public (4)
	pull (1)
	pursuant (1)
	pushed (2)
	put (2)
	raised (2)
	reason (1)
	received (1)
	recent (1)
	recently (1)
	record (1)
	recorded (1)
	regard (2)
	Regulations (1)
	relief (2)
	represent (1)
	representation (1)
	representations (1)
	request (1)
	requested (1)
	reschedule (1)
	rescheduled (2)
	reserve (1)
	resolution (1)
	Respondent (2)
	Respondent's (1)
	response (1)
	rights (1)
	rules (2)
	scheduled (3)
	scheduling (1)
	Section (4)
	separate (1)
	set (2)
	sets (2)
	statement (11)
	Statements (1)
	stay (3)
	staying (1)
	Stewart-mitchell (2)
	submit (6)
	submitted (1)
	subsequent (1)
	sufficient (2)
	support (1)
	Theresa (6)
	thing (1)
	threshold (1)
	time (6)
	Title (1)
	today (5)
	Trayon (2)
	trial (5)
	turn (3)
	underscores (1)
	violated (1)
	violation (8)
	waive (1)
	White (10)



